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 SWORD CONNECTION WITH BAHMANI SULTANATE ? 2

Scotland’s Glasgow Museum 
Returns Nizam’s Sword  
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Photo: A snake-shaped sword holding 

by Glasgow museum official while 
returning it to India ≫ 

 

 

 Serpent or snake-

shaped, a 14th century 

ceremonial sword, which was 

sold or gifted by a top officials 

of Sixth Nizam Mir Mahbub 

Ali Khan Bahadur to a British 

army general about 120 years 

ago, is set to return to India. 

 

The sword is one of the seven objects 

which returned to India by Glasgow 

Life, which manages the Kelvingrove 

Art Gallery and Museum in Glasgow, 

Scotland. 

Transfer of ownership document was 

signed by Jaspreet Sukhija, first 

secretary, High Commission of India, 

London at Kelvingrove Art Gallery 

and Museum on August 19 last month. 

The acquisition document states that 

the ceremonial sword was purchased 

from the then Prime Minister of 

Hyderabad Maharaja Kishen Pershad. 

A report from the Glasgow museum 

suggests that the artifact was gifted to 

the gallery in 1978 by Sir Hunter’s 

nephew, Archibald Hunter Service 

who acquired it in 1905. He was 

Commander-in-chief of the Bombay 

Command during (1903-1907). 

According to the Glasgow museum 

documentation, the sword was 

exhibited by Mir Mahbub Ali Khan, 

Asaf Jah VI, Nizam of Hyderabad 

(1896-1911) at Imperial Durbar held 

in Delhi in 1903 AD for a ceremonial 

reception to commemorate the 

coronation of King Edward VII and 

Queen Alexandra as Emperor and 

Empress of India.  

 



 

Royal Art Times, September 16-30, 2022 Page 2 
  

 

Photo: A sword and its cover while 
returning it to Indian official 
 

The sword is hammered in 

Indo-Persian design which 

looks like snake and has 

serrated edges and damascene 

pattern, with silver plants and 

gold inlay of tiger and elephant 

forms that is dated 1350 AD. 

 

Tracing the history 

While referring to the above date, that 

takes us to the early Bahmani ruler 

first Sultan Alauddin Hasan Bahman 

Shah who founded the kingdom and 

made Gulbarga (now Kalaburagi) its 

capital in 1347 AD, the kingdom 

which later divided into five 

independent dynasties. Among these 

one was Quli Qutub Shah who 

established Sultanate of Golkonda in 

1512 AD, which ruled for 171 years. 

Mughal Emperor Auragnzeb captured 

Golconda and soon after his death, one 

of his administrator Mir Qamaruddin 

Siddiqi Asaf Jah I, declared himself 

independent and ruled under the title 

of Asaf Jahi dynasty, whose domain 

extend from the Narmada river in the 

North to Trichiopoly in the South and 

Masulipatnama in the East to Bijapur 

in the West. The dynasty was ended 

with the last Nizam Mir Osman Ali 

Khan Bahadur, Asaf Jah VII which 

ended on September 17, 1948 by 

merging the Princely State Hyderabad 

into newly independent Indian Union. 

Apart from many structures, 

Kalaburagi city houses two major 

palaces of Nizam’s. 

Nizam’s must have kept the sword 

under their collection as it belongs to 

their ancestors. Though the sword 

belongs to Asaf Jahi rulers collection, 

there are possibilities of the sword 

arriving in Hyderabad since the city is 

its origin. 

However, from Bahmani to Asaf Jahi 

there is a strong connection of this 

sword which served for 700-years, and 

still it shines with its original beauty. 

In this view the Government of 

Karnataka should make all efforts to 

bring this sword to showcase for 

public in state, as the large area of 

Kalyana Karnataka was under 

Nizam’s rule. 

Hopefully, once the sword arrives in 

India or Hyderabad, many hidden 

facts will come out through research 

work.  

The sword was gifted, sold or stolen is 

a secondary thing. It is much enough 

that the sword is back to its origin due 

to the efforts of Indian Government. 

Source input: Glasgow museum’s 

statement and reference of various 

news papers across the world. 
 
PHOTO, BELOW: GLASGOW MUSEUM 
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Needle Art 

Sewing Machine Artist 
 

 

 
PROF D S KAPOOR 

 

“Creativity is intelligence having 

fun.” - Albert Einstein 

Photo: Needle artist Arun Kumar Bajaj at 

work ≫ 

 Is it a painting? Or is it a 

photograph? No! It is rendering 

embroidery made by using a million 

meters of silk threads. The artist 

behind the spectacular art is Arun 

Kumar Bajaj based in Patiala, Punjab, 

who got the trademark 'Needle man’, 

registered with his name a few years 

ago and is popularly known by this 

name across the world! He can paint 

with silk threads on the old manual 

sewing machine. Technically, it’s 

embroidery, not painting, but his 

artworks are so amazing and perfectly 

executed in detail that they could 

recognized as realistic paintings to the 

amateur eye.  

Though, the town Patiala built around 

a castle known as the Qila Mubarak 

located 65 km away from Chandigarh 

is a popular cultured city that remains 

famous for its traditional Patiala Shahi 

Pagri (Turban), Punjabi Paranda (a 

decorated tag for interweaving hair), 

Patiala Salwar (a type of female 

trousers), Patiala Jutti (a type of 

footwear) and Patiala Peg (a quantity 

of liquor) but amongst all this, Arun 

Bajaj rose, like the sun rises in the 

mountains, also achieved by adding a 

feather into his cap and in the cultural 

heritage of the Patiala with a label as 

‘The Needle man’, which can be felt 

as ultimate honour for Patialvis.  

Now, who is Arun Kumar Bajaj, he is 

the world’s only sewing machine artist 

who is creating magnificent 

masterworks with his unique talent. 

Formerly, it was intolerable for him 

when his friends used to mock him by 

saying ‘Darzika Beta’ (tailor’s son). 

That ‘Needle Man’ as he is universally 

known and is now trying to get into 

the Guinness Book of World Records. 

His name has already been listed in 

the India Book of Records, Limca 

Book of World Record, and Unique 

World Record AND Commendation 

certificate from the Hon’ble President 

of India Ram Nath Kovind for 

significant work done for the 

community on the occasion of 150 

birth anniversary of the father of a 

Nation Mahatma Gandhi on 3rd 

January 2020. He is much 

disheartened to say that he belongs to 
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the land of Punjab and he is given no 

recognition for his talent to date from 

the state government or by the 

concerned department i.e. handloom 

and handicraft, whereas he has been 

privileged in National and 

International. 

According to Arun Bajaj, “He is 

enormously grateful to his father for 

forcehim to join the family tailoring 

business. His disappointment was 

what drove him to perform better and 

look for ways to go beyond being 

called just a ‘darzi’ (tailor) throughout 

his life. Arun added. “I wanted to 

make a name for myself, even though 

my passion has caused financial 

uncertainty to my family.”  

It took him years of hard work, 

patience, and dedication to 

reach where he is now. If he 

could turn his destiny in his 

favour, he believes everyone 

can, one only needs to have an 

intention” 

The dream comes true  

Arun Kumar Bajaj always dreamed of 

being a painter of repute. Arun, 

however, was determined not to let 

destiny take its course. He didn’t let 

the artist die in him and initiated 

experimenting with the needle and the 

thread on the Swing Machine. Once, 

Arun saw a dream while sleeping 

during midday in his shop, that he was 

making a portrait of Guru Nanak on 

his sewing machine. That portrait was 

witnessed so beautifully and he 

couldn’t stop himself from making 

this portrait. The next morning, he did 

not take any orders for needlework 

and started rendering the portrait of 

Guru Nanak with silk threads rather 

than his soul. It took him nearly two 

weeks and a few disappointments to 

complete this final artwork, which was 

highly appreciated by his family and 

close friends. He was highly 

motivated and enthused about what he 

can do. That was the turning point in 

his life and he never looked back but 

rather forward. Over a time, his efforts 

began to bear fruit and his unique 

embroideries that look like paintings 

became popular in India and abroad. 

 

Early Life 

Arun was born on 2nd June 1983 in 

Patiala, Punjab. He was truly good at 

sketching and painting from an early 

age. He used to create a lot of 

paintings during school days and 

dreamed of becoming a well-known 

painter, but he never liked this 

tailoring profession. His father 

Ashwani Bajaj, was a tailor who runs 

a tailoring shop in Patiala's vibrant 

Adalat Bazar that specifies stitching 

traditional achkans and sherwanis, 

According to Arun, he always saw his 

father seeing sewing clothes every day 

along with taught him the basics of 

stitching and embroidering. Arun’s 

destiny was planning something 

different for him. But following the 

unexpected demise of his father, he 

was forced into the tailoring 

profession. At that time he was hardly 

16 years old and he had no other 

decision but to leave school and join 

his family's tailoring profession. 

Where he assumed to change his side 

and find somewhat stimulating in 

http://bit.ly/35C5h6F
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tailoring only to make it more 

decorative. As a substitute, he started 

“painting” with needle and thread, but 

instead of using his hands, he decided 

on a fairly unskilled embroidering tool 

on the old sewing machine of his 

father, as he was good at drawing in 

school and this was a way he could 

combine the two arts. It took him a 

while to control this unique art form, 

but today he is recognized as the 

world’s only sewing machine artist. 

The second work which Arun created 

was a six feet tall beautiful picture of 

Lord Krishna, which is one of the 

incredible paintings which took about 

28 lakh 36 thousand meters of thread 

and three years to finish the picture. 

This is the first such masterpiece in 

the world, which was made from a 

sewing machine and that too with 

millions of threads for which he has 

received many commendations and 

honours including the India Book of 

Records. The ‘Needle Man’ as he is 

widely known is now trying to get into 

the Guinness Book of World Records. 

He wanted him to tag his name similar 

to ‘He man’, ‘Spiderman’, ‘Mad man’, 

and now ‘Needle Man’ also called a 

magical craftsman. 

Another interesting work was of a 

tiger, which he finished in three years. 

Arun presented a 4×2 feet painting of 

the court of Ranjit Singh, the fabled 

Maharaja of the Sikh empire with 

nearly 2,000 human figures to Smriti 

Irani, the Union Minister of India. He 

prepared the portrait of Indian Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi in silk thread 

which took him almost one year to 

complete and gifted it to the Prime 

Minister in his office in January 2018. 

He aims to make more portraits of 

great persons and celebrities. Some of 

his popular portraits are of Guru 

Gobind Singh, Lord Krishna, Shaheed 

Bhagat Singh, Jesus Christ, Mother 

Teresa, Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi, and Chief Minister Parkash 

Singh Badal.  

Arun has exhibited the 

masterpieces of his paintings in 

Mumbai, Pune, Delhi, and other 

cities. He sold some of them and 

even one of his paintings fetched 

him nearly 3.5 lakh at a sale at 

Dilli Haat in the country’s capital. 

His work has also been 

appreciated in the Surajkand 

Crafts Mela in Haryana and 

India’s International Trade 

festival in Delhi in 2014. Despite 

having a bundle of gratitude and 

recognition for his artwork, he 

still sits at the tailoring shop of 

his father. 

Besides, he has single-handedly 

crafted over 250 threaded pieces or 

tapestries that are being sold across 

the world, from the United States to 

Russia. Many countries around the 

world have a rich tradition of 

embroidered tapestries, especially the 

west, France, has a long custom of 

embroidered tapestries, called 

needlepoint or petit point. Where 

Bajaj's tapestries differ is that instead 

of being done by hand, as it usually is, 

they are done entirely on the sewing 

machine. Fortunately, his works 

became demanded both in India and 

abroad and his persistence paid off. 

It’s easy to see why, just by looking at 

them, but what really makes his 

embroideries special is the tool he 

uses. "You need to be much defined 

because once you've stitched the cloth, 

there's no way you can undo it. I also 

don't overstitch - it's all done in a 

single layer to give the painting a neat 

look," he explains. 

Arun is a great motivation for the 

young talent who has ability and likes 

to pursue art and craft. He sets an 

instance for all those budding and 

motivating artisans who have dreams 

of standing out in this line of 

profession. “Dream big, stay positive, 

work hard and enjoy the journey” No 

dream is small or big if someone 

follows the passion enthusiastically, 

you’ll get the recognition sooner or 

later, ‘He says. His success story is an 

example of all that when we’re 

choosing our dream career over the 

conservative career, all we need is the 

passion and the willpower to not stop 

until we’ve achieved what we wanted! 

And this want is not at all ridiculous, 

we are forced towards it.  

Nowadays, He is planning to get into 

the Guinness Book of World Records 

and make India a proud nation with 

his unique paintings.   

 

Author is former Principal, 

Government College of Art, 

Chandigarh and he authored 

“History & Heritage” Mayo School’s 

Post-Colonial Cousin in India 
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Academician and Visual Artist 

ABDUL SALAM KHAN WON DUAL ACCOLADES 
 

 

 

 

 

ROYAL ART TIMES NEW ROOM 

 

 

 Odisha-based nationally 

acclaimed visual artist and a well-

known academician Abdul Salam 

Khan, glorified his home land by 

owned dual accolades in field of 

academic and visual arts. 

 

Due to Dr Khan hardworking and 

dedication towards the quality 

teaching, learning and overall holistic 

development of his learner’s one of 

the leading and pioneer marketing and 

one of the most trusted research 

organizations of India Foxclues Pvt. 

Ltd, confirm his highest and most 

prestigious award ‘India Prime Icon 

Award 2022’.  The organization takes 

initiative of identifying, honoring and 

appreciating the people who are bold 

enough to deviate from the rest and 

achieve greater heights. India Prime 

Icon Awards confirm to outstanding 

personalities working in various 

diversified fields such as Education & 

Social Leadership, Sports & Arts, 

Business & Startups, Activist & 

Politician, NGO & Individual Work 

and Author & Researchers. This year 

the “Foxclues” received more than 

thousand of nominations from across 

the country and out of them the 

organization confirms only 100 

distinguish persona. 

 

After scrutinized the unique 

adaptation of teaching and learning 

pedagogy of Dr Khan and his 

understanding of academics 

philosophy stand apart him from his 

contemporary. As per his teaching and 

learning pedagogy is concern he 

believe in transdisciplinary approach 

for holistic learning. Henceforth some 

time he take resource person other 

than his domain such as chemistry 

faculty to brief about the pigments and 

the different wavelength of colors to 

understand the color scientifically also 

he his class with Psychologist to 

decode the color theory according to 

human behavior and psychology. 

That’s why his students are getting 

better exposures and rational 

knowledge in comparison to the visual 

arts domain. 

 

The way he mentoring his students 

his foremost goal is to developing 

his students as a global citizens 

students. His pupils are 

participating in both curriculum 

and non curriculum activities as 

they bother about most of the plug 

in issues of their society. For  them 

education gives the values that 

challenged in a ways that they 

tested their own-self that resolve 

and commitment, then pushed them 

beyond what they knew and 

understood, beyond what was 

familiar and comfortable, and yet 

that provided a sense of fulfillment 

that bordered on ecstasy. 

 



 

Royal Art Times, September 16-30, 2022 Page 7 
  

 

These individualistic approaches the 

mentor become placed in the first 

place because I want to make a 

difference in the world. The pedagogy 

is revolving around students centric, 

but also for the students we are 

privileged to help. In our own modest 

ways, because as I believe each of us 

is changing the world, making it 

better.  

 

He is a mentor and a motivator 

more he is a multifaceted 

persona with distinctive 

impressionist painter, 

academician and an amateur 

writer. He holds more than 15 

solo and 150 group-art 

exhibitions in actual and 

virtual platform across the 

world. His last but not the least 

solo painting exhibition 

conducted at most prestigious 

and renowned Jahangir Art 

Gallery, Mumbai in 2019. 

 

Attended more than 18 National and 

International art Camp’s.  In 

academics and research Dr Khan 

presented 9 papers in National & 

International Conferences and also 

published more than 26 research 

papers in peers reviewed journal. He 

has attended more than 150 Academic 

conferences, seminars, webinars, 

workshops and faculty development 

program at National & International 

level on various relevant and 

contemporary topics. Recipient of 

more than 50 prestigious awards and 

honors in three diversified field such 

as academician, visual artist and social 

art activist some major accolades are 

national award in form of “Junior 

Fellowship”  by Ministry of Culture, 

Govt of India; Ministry of Minority, 

Govt of India, Junior Fellowship & 

Senior Fellowship from Ministry of 

Minority, Government of India, Lalit 

Kala Academy Award by Odisha State 

Lalit Kala Academy; State Youth 

Award by Odisha State Youth 

Ministry; Young Achiever Award by 

Institute of Scholars; Swami 

Vivekananda and Sister Margaret  

Award by Swami Vivekananda and 

Sister Margaret Foundation; MF 

Husain Award by Indian Royal 

Academy of Art and Culture etc.  The 

Foxclues validate and justify the 

sincerity and efforts of Dr. Khan by 

confirming the title “India Prime Icon 

Award 2022”.  In field of visual arts 

just recently for his painting title “The 

Exploration of Colors” get awarded 

for outstanding displayed in “S-P-C-

E- International Online Art Exhibition 

2022” titled in form of “Francisco De 

Goya International Award 2022 by 

creARTors Collective, Mumbai, India. 

 

In this awarded paintings one can find 

distinct elements of surrealism but 

without losing its realistic appealing 

and evolved from form to formless. 

It’s all about raw nature. Being an 

Impressionist Dr Khan soul is mingled 

with raw nature and reflects the 

sublime beauty of creator; being an 

impressionist artist the study of 

dramatic effects of lights is the main 

key features of the paintings. His color 

palette is full of vivid color, dazzling 

of broken dab’s of color, multiple 

layering, granular textural surface, 

impasto technique and prominent and 

bold calligraphic strokes are inculcate 

in his work. 

 

Beside Dr Khan, some of the other 

renowned personalities received this 

award, the people who are responsible 

for uplifting the society. These people 

deserve the appreciation for taking 

risks in life and for being brave 

enough to lead with confidence. 
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NAVARATRI SPECIAL 

Nine days Nada Habba fest 
At Zilla Kannada Sahitya Parishath, Kalaburagi 

 

 

ROYAL ART TIMES NEWS ROOM 

 On eve of Navarati, a 

nine day special event “Nada 

Habba” was organized by the 

Zilla Kannada Sahitya 

Parishath at Suvarna Sabha 

Auditorium in its campus. 

From the inauguration till 

conclusion the Parishath has 

invited different fields’ 

personalities in daily events 

which were held in evening. 

 

Vijaykumar Patil 
Tegaltippi 
President 

Zilla Kannada Sahitya 
Parishath 
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A nine-day photo session was 

organized by wearing different 

colours dress. Family members 

of Zilla Kannada Sahitya 

Parishath took part. 

 

Vijaykumar Patil Tegaltippi, president 

of Kannada Sahitya Parishath planned 

a nine days event to gather people of 

Kalaburagi and showcase their talent. 

He conducted Poet’s meet, musical 

meet, comedy, performing and visual 

meet and many others including 

Kolata dance for Parishath’s members. 

The event will be concluded with 

Bayalata. However, since the 

Parishath was established such events 

are organized for the first time in the 

city on the occasion of Dasara festival. 

Every evening was a melodies, 

charming and enjoyable time for the 

audience. Classical songs meet was 

the major attraction that the people 

enjoyed a lot. 

Parishath honoray secretary Shivraj 

Andagi and Yashwantraya Ashtagi, 

honorary president Sharanraj 

Chapparbandi, Ravindra Kumar, 

Bhantnalli, Shakuntala Patil, Jawali, 

Rajendra Madbool, baburao Patil, Dr 

Sharnappa Malge, Vishwanath 

Totanalli, Dharmanna H Dhanni, 

Kalyankumar Sheelvant, Prabhuling 

Mulge, Shyamsundar Kulkarni, Dr 

Rehaman Patel, and all members were 

present. 

The event was held between 

September 25 and October 3, 2022. 

Expected more such events in future at 

Zilla Kannada Sahitya Parishath in 

Kalaburagi. 
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A TRIBUTE TO QUEEN  

 Portraits of Queen Elizabeth II 
form 1950s to 2000s 
(21 April 1926 – 8 September 2022) 

 

 

 

 

 

KATRINA HINRICHSEN 

 

 

 From the moment of her 

accession in February 1952, Queen 

Elizabeth II has been subjected to 

relentless visual scrutiny and has been 

one of the most depicted women in the 

world. Take a look at a selection of 

painted portraits of Her Majesty 

through the ages, from the 50s to the 

present day and discover how the 

artists have managed to capture her 

character and importance. 

1950s, 1960s 

During her first decade on the 

throne, press and studio 

photographers and 

paintersemphasised Elizabeth’s

 youth, elegance and glamour. 

 

1970s, 1980s 

During this era images of the Queen 

became increasingly informal and 

relaxed. However, the first public 

appearances of Lady Diana Spencer at 

the start of the 80s consequently made 

the press more intrusive and more 

probing into the public image of 

royalty. 

https://blog.bridgemanimages.com/blog/author/katrina-hinrichsen
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1990s 

The depictions of the Queen grew 

more diverse in the 1990s and 

suggest the struggle for identity that 

confronted the royal family. The 

impression of disintegration 

culminated in Princess 

Diana’s tragic death in 1997 

which provoked fresh 

speculation about the state 

and future of the monarchy. 

 

The paintings and 

photographs produced 

during this time convey a 

startling spectrum of 

implications, ranging from 

Christian Furr’s poised 

image of the Queen to 

Justin Mortimer’s 

fragmented portrait. 

 

2000s + 

At the beginning of the twenty-first 

century a changed world gave rise to 

the question: what does the Queen 

now represent? 

 

Lucian Freud’s portrait, which was 

deemed controversial, presents a 

characteristically unflinching view of 

his sitter. Unlike major artists before 

him, Freud was not commissioned to 

paint the portrait of his monarch: he 

had to ask. Nevertheless the Queen 

agreed and over a 19-month period, 

Britain’s monarch sat for Britain’s 

painter. His depiction has received 

mixed criticism – some finding it 

refreshingly ‘honest’ while others 

regard it as ‘unflattering’. 

 

Author wrote this article on her blog 

bridgeman images on January 10, 

2018 

 

 
Edited by Dr Rehaman Patel and published by the 

Indian Royal Academy of Art and Culture, 

Kalaburagi (Gulbarga), Pin 585105, Karnataka, 
India, Email: royalarttimes@gmail.com, Contact: 

+919739617810

mailto:royalarttimes@gmail.com
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